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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------.......
100-1178 20 October 1988 Washington D C
CONGRESS NEARS FINAL VOTE ON TAX ACT CORRECTIONS. As your Congressman pens
this letter to South Texans (October 12th), both the U.S. House and the U.S.
Senate have approved legislation making technical corrections in the Tax Reform
Act of 1986 and adjusting other features in the IRS Code. The House approved
its tax correction bill--H.R. 4333--on August 4th, and the Senate approved
its measure--S. 2238--on October 11. The House and Senate are meeting in a
Conference Committee at this time to resolve differences between the two
versions.
The diesel fuel tax collection repeal is of widespread interest throughout
South Texas. I had introduced legislation (H.R. 3866) back in January of
this year to repeal the upfront collection of an excise tax on the sale of
diesel fuel, and my legislation was later folded into the larger tax corrections
measure (H.R. 4333) now in the House-Senate Conference Committee.
Everyone will be pleased to know the House-Senate Conference Committee
is looking at a compromise package that includes the repeal of diesel fuel
tax collection.
Of interest to livestock producers is our provision allowing for the
deduction of pre-productive expenses on certain farm animals. The Tax Code
requires a producer to capitalize pre-productive expenses on certain livestock
and plants when the pre-productive period is greater than two years. This
is counter-productive for livestock producers and the House and Senate have
both approved a repeal of the capitalization requirement.
We hope the House and Senate will have an opportunity to vote on a final
Conference Committee package before adjournment--we are working towards this
end.
if if
A NOTE ON LEAVING THESE HALLS. The halls of Congress are filled with talk
about the upcoming adjournment. This speculation about when the Congress will
close its doors for 1988 has generated a good deal of spirited discussion!
As I write this letter on October 12 we are maybe looking at an adjournment
date of Tuesday, October 18th, for the U. S. House. But that's not written
in stone. Part of the answer rests in the Senate. We in the House have approved
a number of bills on which the Senate has yet to act. So it might be necessary
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for the House to remain in session in case we need to hold an up or down final
vote on whatever the Senate sends back to us.
Approving national legislation is a bit like tennis--one chamber lobs
the ball over to the other and you wait for the return volley. For 23 years
your Congressman has swung his racket--with South Texas inscribed on the handle!
it it it
COLUMBUS DAY MESSAGE. October 12th was Colu.bus Day. We remember the voyage
across the Atlantic and Christopher Columbus' discovery of the Western Hemisphere
which lead to the exploratio~ of the ~0n~inent~1 u_s. ~~d the first eettlemcnto
by the Spaniards. Your Congressman sent a congratulatory telegram to the
Ambassador of Spain to the United States, His Excellency Julian Santamaria.
We extended our fraternal best wishes from the U. S. to Spain and expressed
our highest regards for their Majesties, King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia.
it it it
MESQUITE--NEW STAR IN THE FOREST. There was a day when ranchers and farmers
looked with scorn on the mesquite tree. Not so these days. There is research
on-going at the Center for Seai-Arid Forest Resources at Texas Mi.I University
in Kingsville which has proven the mesquite tree to be the new superstar in
our forest resources work. The Center is affiliated with Texas A&I University's
College of Agriculture. The Dean of the College is Dr Donald Hegwood, a good
friend and supporter of Texas agriculture.
Under the guidance of Dr Peter Felker, Director of the Center at Texas
A&I University, mesquite research has blossomed. We can use mesquite wood
for an additive in BBQ charcoal as well as liquid smoke, and we can use mesquite
wood for high quality parquet flooring for homes. Mesquite can also be used
in dozens of solid wood furniture items--and the mesquite bean can even be
made into a tasty jelly! Now that's using forest resources to the maximum.
Your Congressman worked this year to have a special $100,000 award made
to Texas A&I University for the 1989 Fiscal Year. This special appropriation
will be managed by the USDA Cooperative State Research Service and this"een~.y
will in turn provide the money to Texas A&I so that it might continue its great
research on new ways to utilize an old familiar sight--the mesquite tree.
it it it
VISITORS FROM HOME. Jack and Barbara King of McAllen (Jack is Senior Editor
for one of our favorite newspapers, The McAllen Monitor); John and Marie Doedyns
of San Juan.
it it it
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